Easter on the
Navajo Nation

Dear Friends,

This past Easter was somewhat
truncated at the Mission. We were
able to celebrate the Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St.
Anne, but a late-season snowstorm
and the ensuing muddy roads made it
impossible to hold the Good Friday
Liturgy in Klagetoh or the traditional
Easter Vigil Mass at All Saints in
Ganado. By Sunday morning, the
roads had dried enough to allow
parishioners to attend Mass in both
churches.

Little did we know that we would
bid farewell to Pope Francis the fol-
lowing day.

Two weeks later, I was running
late for the monthly meeting of our
local Kateri Circle meeting in Gana-
do when I heard the news that “white
smoke” had been sighted above the
Sistine Chapel. We started the meet-
ing while awaiting the announcement
f the i

ratcl

dentity of the new Pope, paus-
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Although snow and illness prevent-
ed the planned Baptisms at the
Easter Vigil Mass this year, our
newest Catholics would not be de-
nied. On Saturday, May 31, the
day before the Ascension, Father
Pio conferred the sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and First
Eucharist on the children of

Ganado’s Dosedo family.

New VO]un]ceer
Groups at S][ Anne

St Anne Mission recently welcomed
volunteer students and staff from two
Catholic schools that had not visited
the Mission in the past.

In March, we were visited by a group
of six students and two faculty mem-
bers from Rhode Island’s Portsmouth
Abbey School and in May we hosted
twelve students and staff from Cleve-
land’s John Carroll University.

5 3 \ i
Lefl: Portsmouth Abbey students clean
windows in the Mission Church.
Above: John Carroll Unwersity volunteers
learn to make frybread.

In the Masthead: The Dosedo children
with Fr. Pio_following their sacraments of
mtiation.




Brothers Visit New Eng]and

In April, Brothers Charles, Martin and Victor
traveled to Rhode Island for community meetings.
While there, they also took the opportunity to visit
the Brothers’ schools in Woonsocket, Rhode Is-
land and Nashua, New Hampshire, as well as
Newport and the Rhode Island coast at Narra-
gansett.

Above: Brothers Victor and Martin visit the Atlantic shore near
Narragansett, Rhode Island.

Above Right: The new sacristy floor at Ganado’s All Saints
Mission, installed by student volunteers from Saint Louis
Unwersity.

Below: Saint Anne parishioner Elenita Begay at her sheep corral
with student volunteers from New Hampshire’s Bishope Guertin
High School.

Renovaﬁons a][ A" Sainj[s

This summer’s volunteers will continue work to
update and renovate the worship space at All
Saints Mission in Ganado. Plans call for the instal-
lation of new carpet, renovation of a small kitch-
enette into a reconciliation room, and reorganiz-
ing storage space in the church.

Volun{eers [ive & [earn

St Anne Mission has hosted five groups of student
volunteers since January. For approximately one
week, the students live and work in a Catholic
community as they do service work for the com-
munity and the church. They also make new
friends and learn aspects of Navajo culture and
tradition.

Five more groups are scheduled to visit the Mis-
sion in_June and July
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